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COMMISSION TO RELEASE FINAL REPORT OF COMPREHENSIVE, INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES 
Two-Year Assessment Finds “Overwhelming Evidence of the Need for Change”
The final report of the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves will be delivered to Congress and the Secretary of Defense on the morning of January 31 and will be released to news organizations at 10:00 that morning in a “Newsmaker” event sponsored by the National Press Club.  Since March 2006, the independent Commission has been developing recommendations for changes in laws and policies that will enable the National Guard and Reserves to best meet the current and future security requirements of the United States at home and abroad.  
Congress charged the Commission to report on the reserve components’ roles and missions, compensation and benefits, career paths, training and readiness, equipment and personnel, and their overall organization, structure, and funding. The Commission has met this charge with a report documenting the most comprehensive, independent review of the Guard and Reserve forces in 60 years – a review producing what Commissioners characterize as “overwhelming evidence of the need for change” in the face of continuing heavy use of these forces in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the homeland, and in light of growing threats to national security.
  The Commission’s recommendations for changes in laws and policies have been informed by 17 days of public hearings involving 115 witnesses, interviews with more than 850 officials and other subject matter experts, numerous visits to military installations and panel discussions involving Guard and Reserve personnel, and analysis of thousands of documents.  
The Newsmaker briefing on the report, to be held in the Zenger Room of the National Press Club, will be conducted by the Chairman of the Commission, Arnold L. Punaro, a retired Marine Corps major general and the former staff director of the Senate Armed Services Committee.  He will be accompanied by two members of the Commission: Patricia L. Lewis, a former senior staff member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, and Wade Rowley, a homeland security specialist who served more than 23 years in the California Army National Guard and Army Reserve.
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