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SAN DIEGO IS NEXT SITE FOR HEARING ON FUTURE OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES

Hearing on Readiness, Training, Equipment to be Scheduled for Early Fall


The Chairman of the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves announced today in San Antonio that the independent Commission’s next public hearing will be held in the early fall in San Diego.

Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro said the focus of the San Diego event will be on the readiness of the National Guard and Reserves for both current and future roles and missions, and on their training and equipment needs in support of those roles and missions.  


Chairman Punaro described plans for the San Diego hearing during a field hearing held by the Commission in San Antonio.  This was the fourth in a series of public hearings that the Congressionally-chartered panel is using to gather information for its assessment of how the National Guard and Reserves should be tasked, organized, trained, equipped, compensated, and supported to best meet the national security requirements of the nation, now and in the future.  It was also the first hearing held by the Commission outside Washington, DC.  In San Antonio, the Commissioners heard from both the top commanders and individual enlisted members of the seven reserve components.

“Hearings outside Washington are of enormous value,” said Punaro.  “With more than 47,000 active, reserve, and National Guard members based in this area, and with opportunities for us to examine a wide range of training, medical, and other facilities, San Antonio was an obvious choice for a field hearing.  We’ll be in San Diego next for many of the same reasons: There are about 95,000 uniformed personnel there on several bases.  There are major mobilization and training sites.  It’s a great location for us to examine the issues surrounding readiness, training, and equipment.”

Statements submitted by the witnesses in the hearing may be found on the Commission’s Web site – www.cngr.gov.  Transcriptions of the hearing sessions will be available on this site next week.  The hearing was taped for later broadcast by C-SPAN and the Pentagon Channel.
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