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FIRST PUBLIC HEARINGS ON FUTURE OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES TO INCLUDE TOP U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, MILITARY LEADERS

March 8-9 Hearings on Capitol Hill are First Event for Newly-Launched Statutory Commission on National Guard and Reserves

The first public hearings called by the independent Commission created by Congress to assess the nation's National Guard and Reserves will be held on Capitol Hill March 8 and 9.  The hearings, which will examine the Reserve Components' current and future roles and missions in meeting the nation's security needs, are seen as particularly timely and relevant given the issues surrounding the National Guard and Reserves' increased use as an operational force in support of day-to-day missions around the world - in addition to their unprecedented homeland security commitments and continuing disaster response roles. 

The 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves, established by the Fiscal Year 2005 National Defense Authorization Act, is charged by Congress to recommend the changes that need to be made in the laws and policies under which the Guard and Reserves operate.  Officially underway on March 1, it will devote a year to a comprehensive study of roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission's interim and final reports will be delivered to them.

"The initial hearings will focus on a question that is central to our work," says Arnold L. Punaro, a former Commanding General of the 4th Marine Division and Director of Reserve Affairs for the Marine Corps who is chairing the Commission.  "What do we want the National Guard and Reserves to do in order to meet the security requirements of the United States, now and in the future?  The recommendations that this Commission will make in the year ahead will be based on the answer to this question about roles and missions." 

The Commission's hearings are being held in Room 2216 of the Rayburn House Office Building.  

· Hearings open March 8 at 9:30 a.m. with the testimony of Congressional leaders of committees that oversee military issues - the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and appropriate subcommittees, and Congressional National Guard and Reserve Caucuses.  Included are:  Senator Mark Pryor, Co-Chair, Senate Reserve Caucus; Senator Lindsey Graham, Chair, Personnel Subcommittee, Senate Armed Services Committee; Rep. Duncan Hunter, Chair, House Armed Services Committee; Senator Kit Bond, Co-Chair, Senate National Guard Caucus; Senator Patrick Leahy, Co-Chair, Senate National Guard Caucus; Rep. John McHugh, Chair, Military Personnel Subcommittee, House Armed Services Committee; Senator Ben Nelson, Ranking Member, Personnel Subcommittee, Senate Armed Services Committee; Senator John Warner, Chair, Senate Armed Services Committee; Rep. Ike Skelton, Ranking Member, House Armed Services Committee; Rep. Gene Taylor, House Reserve Component Caucus; Rep. Steve Buyer, House Reserve Component Caucus.

· A panel beginning at 1:00 p.m. that day will include senior Department of Defense representatives: The Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), Dr. David Chu, and the Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Lieutenant General Raymond Odierno.  

· On March 9, a panel beginning at 9:30 a.m. will include service Vice Chiefs of Staff: General Richard Cody, Vice Chief of Staff of the Army; Admiral Robert Willard, Vice Chief of Naval Operations; General Robert Magnus, Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps; and Lieutenant General John D.W. Corley, Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force.   

· A panel beginning at 2:00 p.m. that day will include non-governmental subject matter experts: Michele Flournoy, Senior Advisor in the International Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies; and Dr. Andrew Krepinevich, Executive Director of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments.

· The hearing schedule is also available on the Commission's Web site - www.cngr.gov.  
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