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DEFENSE SECRETARY SUPPORTS RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON THE NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES
May 16, 2007 – The Department of Defense announced today that Secretary Robert M. Gates agrees with the 23 recommendations of the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves delivered to Congress on March 1.  
The Commission’s report, a requirement of the 2007 National Defense Authorization Act, examined the advisability and feasibility of implementing provisions of the pending National Defense Enhancement and National Guard Empowerment Act of 2007, including proposals intended to  improve  the National Guard’s ability to support both overseas military operations and civilian response to domestic disasters, increase the Guard’s status and resources, and make other changes in Guard leadership, organization, and funding.  
The Secretary said that he accepts 20 of the report’s 23 recommendations in whole or substantially in part, and that he would modify the remaining 3 based on comments made by the Department.  (The full report may be viewed on the Commission's Web site -- www.cngr.gov.)
The Chairman of the Commission, Arnold L. Punaro, issued the following statement in response to the Secretary’s announcement.

“Our Commission could not be more pleased that Secretary Gates accepts, in large measure, the recommendations in the Commission’s March 1 report to Congress on the National Defense Enhancement and National Guard Empowerment Act.  The fact that the Secretary’s review and approval of our recommendations were accomplished so quickly is a clear reflection of the Secretary’s decisive leadership and support for the needed reforms. 

“Congress is now reviewing all of our recommendations and Secretary Gates is moving ahead to implement many of them through policy.  The Commission’s focus has shifted back to its original charter: developing a broader set of recommended changes in law and policy to improve how the National Guard and Reserves are organized, trained, equipped, compensated, and supported to best meet U.S. national security objectives.  Our final report addressing those issues will be delivered to Congress and the Secretary in January 2008.”   
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