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COMMISSIONERS WILL RELEASE RECOMMENDATIONS ON PROPOSED NATIONAL GUARD REFORMS AT NATIONAL PRESS CLUB “NEWSMAKER”

10:00 A.M. Press Briefing Follows Delivery of Commission Report to Congress


The Chairman and two members of the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves will brief the news media on Thursday, March 1, on Commission recommendations to accept, reject, or modify legislative proposals intended to enhance the stature, authority, and resources of the National Guard.  

The 10:00 A.M.  “Newsmaker” briefing at the National Press Club follows the delivery that morning of a report to Congress on the advisability and feasibility of implementing provisions of the National Guard Enhancement and Empowerment Act of 2007 (S. 430 and H.R. 718).  The Commission was charged with assessing the bills’ proposals on National Guard leadership, organization, and funding, and was required to report to Congress on that assessment by March 1.  The Commission’s report includes findings, conclusions, and recommendations on the provisions of the bills, and on other matters relating to the current use of the National Guard and Reserves.

The briefing will be conducted by 

· Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro, a retired Marine Corps major general and the former staff director of the Senate Armed Services Committee;

· Commissioner Patricia L. Lewis, a former senior member of the Senate Armed Services Committee staff under Senators John Warner, Sam Nunn, and Scoop Jackson; and

· Commissioner J. Stanton Thompson, a retired Navy Rear Admiral and former Special Assistant for Reserve Matters to the Commander of the U.S. Northern Command and North American Aerospace Command.

The “Newsmaker” is being held in the National Press Club’s Zenger Room.

Contact:

Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil
__________________

Officially under way in March 2006, the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members were appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them by January 31, 2008.
__________________
