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In Washington, March 1
COMMISSION WILL REPORT TO CONGRESS ON LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS TO ENHANCE STATURE, AUTHORITY, RESOURCES OF NATIONAL GUARD
Commissions’ Press Briefing at 10:00 A.M. in National Press Club “Newsmaker”

The Commission on the National Guard and Reserves will make recommendations to Congress on March 1, 2007, on legislative proposals related to the stature, authority, and resources of the National Guard.  After formally delivering a report to Congress on the provisions of the National Guard Empowerment Act, Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro and Commissioners Patty Lewis and Stanton Thompson will brief the news media on their recommendations in a National Press Club “Newsmaker” at 10:00 A.M.
The fiscal year 2007 National Defense Authorization Act expanded the charter of the existing independent Commission, directing it to report on the advisability and feasibility of implementing provisions of two bills, introduced in the 109th Congress and reintroduced in the 110th Congress, known as the National Guard Enhancement and Empowerment Act of 2007 (S. 430 and H.R. 718).  The legislation includes proposals aimed at improving the National Guard’s ability to support both overseas military operations and civilian response to disasters, man-made and natural; increasing its status and resources; and making other changes in the way the National Guard is led, organized, and funded.  
The Commission report makes findings, conclusions, and recommendations with regard to the provisions of these bills and other matters associated with the current use of the National Guard and Reserves.  Additional information on the Commission’s report and Newsmaker event will be sent to news organizations and posted on the Commission’s Web site – www.cngr.gov – during the last week of February.
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__________________
Officially under way in March 2006, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members were appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them by January 31, 2008.
__________________
