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Base-close officials sticking with plans

By Sylvia A. Smith
Washington editor
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Associated Press

Rhett Dawson, of the Commission on The National Guard and Reserves, talks to reporters Monday. 

WASHINGTON – A commission appointed by Congress to offer a sweeping review of the National Guard and reserves won’t attempt to undo the changes made last year that will close 22 major military bases and reconfigure 33.

Included in the changes proposed by the Base Realignment and Closure Commission – and confirmed by President Bush and Congress – are the reassignment of fighter jets and personnel to Fort Wayne from Air National Guard bases in Terre Haute and Illinois.

Illinois officials strongly fought the move, but the chairman of the commission set up to assess the future and needs of the Guard and reserve said the panel won’t make any attempt to revise that decision or any others made in the BRAC process.

Unhappy communities “shouldn’t look to our commission to reopen those and think that somehow they’re going to get them overturned because that really is not the main focus of our effort,” retired Marine Maj. Gen. Arnold Punaro said Monday.

“Those things are in law,” he said.

Congress set up a 13-member commission to examine the roles and missions of the Guard and reserve. It will issue a final report next year and make recommendations about size, equipment, missions, recruitment and other issues.

The panel will also look at the federal and state relationship regarding the National Guard, which has sometimes been prickly. Governors are the commanders-in-chief of the Guard units in their states except in times of war, when the president commands them.

Several states – including Illinois – objected to the proposed BRAC changes, saying a governor’s agreement is necessary before the Pentagon closes or relocates a Guard unit.

“We have no answers in the can,” said commission member Rhett Dawson. “It is one of the big, hairy unknowns about what you do about federal-state relations – when you are operating under state control, when you are operating under federal control.”
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