NEWS


COMMISSION ON THE NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES

2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 650, Arlington, VA 22202, (703) 699-2800, fax (703) 699-2846, www.cngr.gov
In Washington, October 5

TOP COMMANDERS OF U.S. FORCES TO TESTIFY ON CURRENT AND FUTURE REQUIREMENTS FOR NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES


Two top commanders of U.S. military forces – General James L. Jones, USMC, and General Lance Smith, USAF – will testify Thursday, October 5, on Capitol Hill in a public hearing conducted by the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves.

· General Jones is the Supreme Allied Commander Europe and the commanding officer of Allied Command Operations, which constitutes NATO’s military forces in Europe.  He commands military operations and conducts military planning, including the identification and requesting of forces required for the full range of missions in support of stability, crisis management, and effective defense.  His command includes the European components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Special Operations Command which support U.S. interests throughout 93 countries.  He is based in Mons, Belgium.

· General Smith is the Commander of U.S. Joint Forces Command.  He is responsible for maximizing present and future U.S. military capabilities by leading the transformation of joint forces totaling more than 1.16 million active and reserve members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps.  His responsibilities include the development of the joint force concept, the identification of joint requirements, the advancement of interoperability, the conduct of joint training, and the provision of ready U.S. forces and capabilities.  He is based in Norfolk, Virginia.


“These two top commanders share the responsibility for determining the requirements that must be met, and the capabilities that must be provided, by a significant share of the total U.S. military force,” said Arnold L. Punaro, Chairman of the Commission.  “No two military leaders are better qualified to guide our study of how the reserve components can best contribute to meeting this nation’s security requirements, at home and abroad, now and in the future.  We’re fortunate to be hearing from them.”


The hearing, the sixth in the series being conducted by the Commission, will be held in Room 2118 of the Rayburn House Office Building.  General Jones’s testimony will begin at 9:00 AM; General Smith will testify at 10:30 AM.
Contact:

Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil
__________________
Officially under way in March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them.
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