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In Washington, April 12
HEARING WILL FOCUS ON TRANSFORMATION OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES TO SUSTAINABLE OPERATIONAL FORCE

In an April 12 hearing on Capitol Hill, the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves will focus its attention on Defense Department plans, and efforts under way, to reduce stress on the reserves caused by the high operational tempo of the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq.  The Commission reported to Congress last month that the current posture and utilization of the National Guard and Reserves as an “operational reserve” is not sustainable over time, and that significant changes to law and policy are needed.  This hearing will explore what reforms are necessary to make the operational reserve a sustainable force for the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan and beyond.  

Three witness panels have been scheduled: 
8:30 A.M. – Operations Chiefs’ Perspectives
· Lieutenant General James J. Lovelace, USA, Deputy Chief of Staff, G-3
· Major General Richard A. Huck, USMC, Assistant Deputy Commandant for Plans, Policies and Operations

10:30 A.M. – Joint Staff Perspectives
· Major General Thomas A. “Tommy” Dyches, USAF, Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for Reserve Matters

· Major General Michael H. Sumrall, USA, Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for National Guard Matters

· Major General Michael A. Vane, USA, Joint Staff J-8, Vice Director for Force Structure, Resources and Assessments

1:00 P.M. – Civilian Leadership Perspectives
· The Honorable Thomas F. Hall, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs

· The Honorable Ronald J. James, Assistant Secretary of the Army, Manpower and Reserve Affairs

· The Honorable William A. Navas, Jr., Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Manpower and Reserve Affairs

· John C. Truesdell, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Reserve Affairs

The hearing will be held in Room 2212 of the Rayburn House Office Building.  Any changes to the witness list or schedule will be posted on the Commission’s Web site – www.cngr.gov – prior to the hearing.  
Contact:

Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil
__________________

Officially under way in March 2006, the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members were appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them by January 31, 2008.
__________________
