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In Washington, May 3-4

HEARINGS TO FOCUS ON ROLE OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES IN HOMELAND SECURITY, HOMELAND DEFENSE
The second in a series of public hearings on the current and future roles of the National Guard and reserves in meeting the nation’s security needs, at home and abroad, will be held in Washington May 3-4.  The hearings are being conducted by the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves, which is charged by Congress to recommend any changes that need to be made in the laws and policies under which the National Guard and reserves operate.  
The May hearings will focus on the appropriate roles of the National Guard and reserves in homeland security, homeland defense, and disaster response.  Central questions concern how the activation of more than a half-million National Guardsmen and reservists since 9/11, and the deployment of more than 100,000 pieces of National Guard equipment overseas, affect the ability of state units to meet the nation’s security and disaster response requirements at home.  “It’s important for this Commission to understand how DOD, DHS, and the nation’s reserve components—the National Guard in particular—can best balance, and satisfy, the homeland security needs of the states and the federal government,” says Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro.
The hearings are being held in the National Transportation Safety Board Conference Center, 429 L’Enfant Plaza, SW.  Invited to testify are top federal homeland security officials and military commanders with responsibility for homeland security, and homeland security experts.  Witnesses include Paul McHale, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Security; Admiral Timothy Keating, Commander of the U.S. Northern Command; Lt. General Steven Blum, Chief of the National Guard Bureau; Major General Roger Lempke, President of the Adjutants General Association of the United States and Adjutant General of the Nebraska National Guard; Frank Ciluffo, Associate Vice President for Homeland Security at George Washington University; John Marsh, Jr., Professor of Law at George Mason University; and James Carafano, Senior Research Fellow for Defense and Homeland Security at The Heritage Foundation.

Closer to the hearing dates, additional information on witnesses and schedule will be posted on the Commission’s Web site – www.cngr.gov – and sent to news organizations.  Note that governors will testify on the National Guard’s role in homeland security and disaster response in the Commission’s third public hearing in Washington, set for June 15. 

_______________

Officially underway on March 1, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is devoting a year to a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission's interim and final reports will be delivered to them.

_______________
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