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GOVERNORS, SENIOR ENLISTED PERSONNEL TO TESTIFY ON ROLES OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES AT HOME AND ABROAD

Commission Hearing to Focus on Reserve Component Roles in Homeland Security, Homeland Defense, Disaster Response


The third in a series of public hearings on the current and future roles of the National Guard and Reserves in meeting the nation’s security needs will be held on Capitol Hill on Thursday, June 15.  

In this hearing, the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves, which is charged by Congress to identify and recommend needed changes in the policies, laws, regulations, and practices under which the reserve components operate, is seeking individual governors’ views on how guard members and reservists have been used, and should be used, to meet security and disaster response needs on the home front while at the same time responding to national security requirements overseas. 

The hearing will begin at 9:00 A.M. in Room 2118 of the Rayburn House Office Building with the testimony of Delaware Governor Ruth Ann Minner, designated a lead governor on homeland security issues by the National Governors Association (NGA).  
Testifying after the governor will be Christine Wormuth, a Senior Fellow with the Center for Strategic & International Studies, who has been leading that organization’s current 18-month study of the future of the National Guard and Reserves in the 21st century – the third phase of a long-term CSIS “Beyond Goldwater-Nichols” effort.  A final report containing recommendations for reforms to the National Guard and Reserves will be published by CSIS later this month.   
  Following the morning session, the hearing will move to Room 2216 of the Rayburn House Office Building and continue at 12:45 P.M. with the testimony of North Carolina Governor Michael Easley, who is a lead governor on National Guard issues for NGA.  
Governor Easley will be followed by a panel of senior enlisted advisors to the Reserve Chiefs of the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Army National Guard, and Air National Guard.  The enlisted leaders have been asked to present their views on the full range of issues affecting guard members, reservists, and their families, based on their contact with them during this current period of increased operational tempo.

More information on witnesses and the hearing schedule will be posted on the Commission’s Web site, www.cngr.gov, and sent to news organizations.  The Web site also contains biographical information on Commission members.

Contact: 

Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil 
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil

_______________

Officially under way since March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report will be delivered to them.

_______________

