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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION HEARS FROM GOVERNORS ON NATIONAL GUARD ROLES IN HOMELAND SECURITY, DISASTER RESPONSE; SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISORS TESTIFY ON PERSONNEL CONCERNS 
Commission’s Next Public Hearing – July 19 in San Antonio – Seeks Recommendations of Reserve Chiefs, Enlisted Personnel

The third public hearing on current and future roles of the National Guard and Reserves at home and abroad concluded today in Washington following testimony by Delaware Governor Ruth Ann Minner and North Carolina Governor Michael Easley which included recommendations on the appropriate use of the National Guard in homeland security and disaster response.  Their testimony included their views on the “balance of power” between state and federal governments in coordinating National Guard resources and activities, and their concerns about equipment and funding.

The 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves also heard from Christine Wormuth, a Senior Fellow at the Center for Strategic & International Studies, on that organization’s major study on the future of the National Guard and Reserves which will be released later this month, and from a panel comprised of the eight Senior Enlisted Advisors to the Reserve Chiefs on a range of issues affecting National Guard members, reservists, their families, and their employers.

Statements submitted by the witnesses in the hearing may be found on the Commission’s Web site – www.cngr.gov.  Transcripts of the hearing sessions will be available on this site within a few days.
San Antonio Hearing


Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro announced today that the independent panel’s next public hearing will be held in San Antonio on Wednesday, July19.  In San Antonio, Commissioners will hear from the military chiefs of the seven reserve components on issues affecting roles and missions, homeland security, personnel and compensation, mobilization and demobilization, readiness, and funding.  
“This nation’s reserve components are now playing an operational role, but under policies developed when they played a strategic role,” said Chairman Punaro.  “We need to get the Reserve Chiefs’ recommendations on the laws and policies required to support guard members and reservists in the current and future roles that best serve U.S. national security.”
The San Antonio hearing also will include a panel of enlisted National Guard members and reservists who were mobilized after September 11, 2001.  The Commissioners want to hear from junior and mid-grade personnel on their first-hand experience with mobilization and demobilization, and on the factors that will be paramount in their personal decisions about reenlistment.
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Officially under way since March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report will be delivered to them.
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