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In San Diego, September 20-21
READINESS, TRAINING, EQUIPMENT ARE FOCUS OF FIELD HEARING ON FUTURE OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES
Witnesses to Include Training Base Commanders, Battalion Commanders, Emergency Management Directors 
The fifth in a series of public hearings on the current and future roles of the National Guard and Reserves in meeting national security needs, including homeland security, will be held in San Diego September 20 and 21.  In its second hearing outside Washington, D.C., the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves has invited testimony from those responsible for preparing National Guard and Reserve personnel for their missions – including top training commanders and unit training officers – as well as those in positions to assess the readiness of the personnel trained. 
“It’s important for our Commission to travel to San Diego, to get a first-hand look at how reserve component personnel are being trained for missions at home and abroad,” said Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro.  “The decision to hold a hearing in San Diego was an easy one.  We’ll have access to major training and medical facilities, to major mobilization and demobilization sites, to major active and reserve units, to homeland defense missions, and we’ll hear from those directly responsible for the readiness of our National Guard and Reserve forces.”
The Commission’s two-day hearing is being held at the Navy’s Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare Training Center at Point Loma.  It will begin Wednesday, September 20, at 9:00 a.m. with testimony from Army and Marine Corps training base commanders and unit training officers; for the afternoon panel, state emergency management directors have been asked to discuss the role of reserve component personnel in domestic emergency response missions.
On Thursday, September 21, beginning at 8:30 a.m., Commissioners will hear from Army and Marine Corps battalion commanders recently returned from Iraq and Afghanistan on the readiness of reserve component troops that have been deployed for missions overseas.  Also that morning, the Director of the Defense Capabilities and Management Team of the Government Accountability Office will testify on how the readiness process should be changed to meet the needs of reserve components that are used increasingly as operational assets.      
Closer to the hearing date, information on witnesses, schedule, and logistics will be posted on the Commission’s Web site – www.cngr.gov – and will be sent to news organizations.  The Web site also contains biographical information on Commission members.
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Officially under way in March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them.
