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In San Diego, September 20-21
PUBLIC HEARING WILL EXAMINE READINESS OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES TO MEET SECURITY NEEDS AT HOME AND ABROAD
Commanders of Marine Corps and Army training bases in Southern California lead the list of witnesses scheduled to appear before the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves on September 20 in San Diego when it convenes a two-day public hearing on the readiness of the National Guard and Reserves for both current and future roles and missions.  The hearing, being held at the Navy’s Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare Training Center at Point Loma, will focus on the training and equipment needed to ready troops for deployment overseas and for domestic emergencies.  Witnesses will include those responsible for preparing National Guard and Reserve personnel, those in positions to assess the readiness of the personnel trained, and officers who commanded the personnel in combat.  
Border Visit

On the evening prior to the hearing, Commissioners will travel to the U.S.-Mexico border to observe National Guard activity there.  Commissioners will arrive at the corner of Dairy Mart Road and Monument Road at approximately 7:15 to begin a tour of the area.  
Hearing Schedule

All hearing sessions are being held in the Training Center’s Sims Auditorium.  
September 20

9:00 a.m. 

· Training Base Commanders

*  Brigadier General Douglas M. Stone, USMCR, Commanding General, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Marine Corps Air Ground Task Force Training Command at Twentynine Palms
*  Colonel David L. Blain, USA, Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff, U.S. Army National Training Center at Fort Irwin

10:30 a.m.
· Unit Training Officers, including
*  Major Thomas Friloux, ARNG, 3rd Battalion, 156th Infantry, Louisiana Army National Guard   
*   Major David Owen, USMC, 2nd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division
*   Major Christopher F. Foxx, USAR, Division Maintenance Officer, 108th HQ (DIVIT), Charlotte, NC
1:00 p.m.

· Emergency Response Officials, including
*  Brigadier General Louis Antonetti, ARNG, Director, Joint Staff, California National Guard
*  Stephen J. Sellers, Regional Administrator, Southern Region, Office of Emergency Services, State of California
*  Charles P. McHugh, Assistant Director, Arizona Department of Emergency & Military Affairs, Division of Emergency Management
September 21

8:30 a.m.

· Battalion Commanders Recently Returned from Iraq and Afghanistan, including
*  Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Plunkett, ARNG, 3rd Battalion, 156th Infantry, Louisiana Army National Guard

*  Lieutenant Colonel Mark Smith, USMCR, 2nd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division
*  Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Sisinyak, USAR, Commander, 812th Transportation Battalion
· Expert on Readiness, Training, and Equipping
*  Janet St. Laurent, Director, Defense Capabilities and Management Team, Government Accountability Office

Access to Hearing
The public and news media may arrive and depart during the course of the hearing.  Public parking is in the Admiral Kidd Catering and Conference Center parking lot on North Harbor Drive between Laning Street and Nimitz Boulevard.  Signs marked “event” will be posted.  A shuttle bus service will provide ongoing transportation each day from the parking lot to the hearing location starting one hour prior to the first hearing, and ending one hour after the conclusion of the last hearing. On the 20th, shuttle service from the parking area will begin at 8:00 a.m. and end at 4:00 p.m.  On the 21st, shuttle service will begin at 7:30 a.m. and end before noon.  A government photo ID such as a driver’s license, state ID, or passport is sufficient for access.  This event and venue are ADA accessible.  
 

News media may proceed to the hearing location after passing a vehicle security screening at the base gate, the main entrance to the Admiral Kidd Center on North Harbor Drive.  To allow sufficient time for security screening and equipment setup, media may want to arrive as early as two hours in advance of the hearing start time each day.  Media may arrive at a later time and may depart as needed, but microphone setup and similar activities are not permitted on the platform when the hearing is under way.  Personal identification and media credentials will be required.  Media planning to depart the hearing and base and return at a later time will have to be screened again at the base gate.  Live coverage is approved for the hearing; satellite trucks may be parked on base while the hearing is in session, but media equipment may not remain on base overnight.
 
Contacts in San Diego

CNGR Media Liaison, Mike Brown, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil 
Commander, Navy Region Southwest PAO, Captain Matt Brown, 619-532-1430

National Guard Contact on Border, Major Ken Witt, 805-459-8267
Direct line into Sims Auditorium when hearing is underway, 619-524-1891
 Note:  On September 19, any changes to witness list, schedule, or logistics will be posted to the Commission’s Web site at www.cngr.gov/press-room.asp.  Media contact in Commission Headquarters is Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil
__________________
Officially under way in March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them.
